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1 . RECENT IDENTIFICATION OF MEDFLY INSIDE MEXICO (MEXICO 
1420 (NOTAL) EMPHASIZES URGENCY OF MOVING AHEAD WITH 
PLANS TO HALT SPREAD AND ERADICATE PEST. SIGNING ON 
FEBRUARY 21 OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH GUATEMALA 
(GUATEMALA 1 136 - NOTAL) OPENS THE WAY FOR ASSIGNING APHIS 
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RESIDENT STAFF IN GUATEMALA, AS WELL AS MEXICO AND BELIZE. 

ANTICIPATED SIGNING OF SIMILAR MOUS WITH EL SALVADOR AND 
HONDURAS SHOULD ENABLE ESTABLISHING RESIDENT POSITIONS 
FOR APHIS PERSONNEL IN THOSE COUNTRIES. IN THIS CONNEC- 
TION, EMBASSY SAN SALVADOR SHOULD PROCEED TO CONCLUDE MOU 
WITH GOES AS OUTLINED STATE 025693, FEBRUARY 4. 

2. ON SHORT-TERM BASIS APHIS REPORTS HAVING ALREADY 
DIVERTED TWELVE AMERICAN AND MEXICAN WORKERS FROM OTHER 
APHIS PROJECTS IN MEXICO TO COMBAT MEDFLY. MOREOVER, 

SANIDAD VEGETAL HAS ASSIGNED 80 MEXICAN EMPLOYEES TO WORK 

IN THE AFFECTED AREA ON THE GUATEMALAN BORDER, INITIATING 
EMERGENCY REGULATORY AND CONTROL MEASURES. ABOUT TWENTY 
MEXICAN NATIONALS NOW ON US ROLLS WILL BE REASSIGNED TO 
THE MEDFLY EFFORT. IN ADDITION AND FOR THE LONG HAUL, 

APHIS PROPOSES ESTABLISHING RESIDENT POSITIONS AS FOLLOWS: 

COUNTRY US OFFICERS FN CLERKS FN FIELD AIDES 

MEXICO 3 4 26 

GUATEMALA 2 2 16 

EL SALVADOR 2 2 2 

HONDURAS - - 4 

BELIZE - - 2 

AREA TOTALS 7 8 50 

3. APHIS PLAN CALLS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A LABORATORY 
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IN EL SALVADOR TO REAR STERILE FLIES (COMPLETION TARGET 
OCTOBER 1977); TWO FIELD AIDES LISTED FOR EL SALVADOR 
WOULD BE LABORATORY HELPERS. ELSEWHERE FIELD AIDES WILL 
INSTALL AND SERVICE FLY TRAPS, INSPECT, QUARANTINE, SPRAY 
INFESTED AREAS, AND RELEASE STERILE FLIES. DURING THE 
SEVERAL MONTHS STILL NEEDED TO GET RESIDENT US PLANT 
PROTECTION OFFICERS IN PLACE, APHIS TDY PERSONNEL WILL BE 
AVAILABLE IN THE AREA AS NEEDED. MEANTIME, APHIS UNDER- 
STANDS CONCERNED HOST GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES WILL ASSIST IN 
LOCATING/SCREENING LOCAL NATIONALS QUALIFIED FOR EMPLOY- 
MENT BY APHIS UNDER THIS PROGRAM. ALL EMPLOYEES (US AND 
FN) WILL BE PAYROLLED BY APHIS. OTHERWISE, EMPLOYEES, 

PARTICULARLY AMERICANS, WILL REQUIRE NORMAL ADMINISTRATIVE 
BACKSTOPPING FROM POSTS OF ASSIGNMENT. AGATTS AND APHIS 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE CAVIN (MONTERREY) HAVE DISCUSSED 
RELEVANT DETAILS ALREADY; THEY SHOULD ALSO HAVE SPECIFICS 
OF APHIS ACTION PLAN AND TIMETABLE. 

4. COSTS OF THIS GENERAL EFFORT ARE TO BE DIVIDED, 50 
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PERCENT FOR U.S., 50 PERCENT AMONG HOST GOVERNMENTS. ON 
U.S. SIDE, HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE IS CONSIDERING 
FUNDING FOR APHIS IN THE AMOUNT OF 4.1 MILLION DOLLARS TO 
COVER MEDFLY EXPENSES FOR FY-77; THE PRESIDENT'S BUDGET 
CONTAINS 5.1 MILLION DOLLARS FOR MEDFLY FOR FY 78. APHIS/ 
WASHINGTON STATES TARGET DATE FOR PROGRAM COMPLETION CANNOT 
BE DETERMINED AT THIS EARLY STAGE. INTENT TO FILE AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT HAS BEEN PUBLISHED AND A 
DRAFT STATEMENT IS EXPECTED TO BE FILED WITHIN PRESCRIBED 
TIME FRAME (120 DAYS). 

5. ACTION REQUESTED. COM COMMENTS CONCERNING APHIS 
STAFFING PROPOSAL, INCLUDING ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT ADMINIS- 
TRATIVE SUPPORT FOR WHICH ANSWERS ARE NOT AVAILABLE 
LOCALLY. FOR SAN SALVADOR, WE RECOGNIZE YOUR 5736 (12/17) 
CONSTITUTES CONCURRENCE IN PRINCIPLE WITH STAFFING PROPOS- 
AL. SIMILARLY, BELIZE 0972 (12-08) COMMUNICATED AGREE- 
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MENT IN PRINCIPLE. FOR ALL ACTION ADDRESSEES, DEPT ALSO 
REQUESTS A BRIEF REPORT CONFIRMING THE COMMITMENTS OF THE 
HOST GOVERNMENTS TO THIS MEDFLY EFFORT. USDA/APHIS IS 
CONTINUING TO GATHER MORE DETAILED INFORMATION REGARDING 
CONCERTED PLANS AND COMMENTS OF GOVERNMENTS INVOLVED AND 
WILL CONTINUE TO APPRISE POSTS OF THIS INFORMATION AS IT 
BECOMES AVAILABLE. 

VANCE 
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